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) Clearance in Xiengkhouang Prov
ord
ident Represer

| The UXO (Unexploded Ordnance) clearance
project commenced in 2006, which makes the
| year 2009 the fourth year of the project.

| IMAS has been carrying out the project

smoothly and efficiently in cooperation with the

[ UXO Lao. JMAS has steadily transferred the

(I IS tcchnical skill to the UXO Lao technicians

| CRERYRINS PO between each of their team leaders who are in

As a result of this effort, I am convinced that

are now able to dispose the UXOs safely on

the proper training and education at the team

in order to raise the overall technical level of the

O Lao - XKH (Xieng Khuang) Project, JMAS
ill-set except for those in the

‘Based on this assessment, we were able o sct a

the future.

jes were disposed, 547 hectares of land were
nts in 94 villages received educational trainings

the deep knowledge possessed by the IMAS TA
the UXO Lao, the NRA (National regulatory
through its four years of the UXO clearance
‘exchange necessary information and conduct
s and bombs, as well as the large bombs and
XO Lao previously had difficulties with. These
e evaluated highly and solidly relied upon. Such
the JMAS's activities in the clearance of the

idea of “visible assistance” that the Japanese




for IMAS 1o conduct UXO clearance activities

and we feel the strong need to coninue our
5o will contribute in realizing the Japanese
le assistance.”

with the media, we were able to provide the
of the UXOs in Laos domestically and

tinue to carry out the UXO clearance project.
transfer of techniques to the UXO Lao staff
XKH. We will also be conducting a project
by JAIF (Japan-ASEAN Integration Fund)
iin the southern region of the country.

JMAS will work on improving the UXO
with the SEOD (Senior Explosive
technician’s current skill-level; this will not
Awareness) team members.

ontinuously supported our projects from the
ad support, our projects could not have been
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oreworc

Programme Manager

‘a deep consideration for what 1 can do for the
of Laos and a big excitement for the
ity to work in the field of Unexploded
(UXO) clearance, I began working as a
staff on August 3, 2008.

1 though I was born after the Second World War,
ast war in which Japan was directly involved, |
ilways had a great concern in the warfare that
among the Asian countrics.

about the Vietnam War; I was into reading all the

‘and TV programs that described the terrible

ople. I was praying that it ended quickly so that

‘be harmed. The Ho Chi Minh Route, whose

[ strongly, was such a symbolic term for the

‘by numberless bombs. The casualties were
children, and babies.

that experienced the enormous hardships
‘working for JMAS, the organization that has
he UXO for more than 4 years. To me, it is a

gather all the relevant information from the
from the UXO Lao staffs when I had the




iake the future of the world. If they know how

Os are, and how a huge number of people have

'bombs and landmines to this day, it will help
creating more peaceful future.

ve finally found my own goal, which is to take
F IMAS? activities, to convey the messages to the




Humanitarian UXO Clearance

ord
nior Technical Ad

Two years have passed by since I started
working with UXO Lao-XKH stafl
‘members on the disposal of the
Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) in Xieng
Kuang (XKH), in March, 2008. I would
ke to describe two things that [ was
strongly impressed by the staff members.
First, it was their ability to flexibly come
up with the best solution in the given set of
the needed operations. Here is one episode
e UXOs. When we were collecting large
there were only narrow roads for people to walk
immediately start thinking: “Is there any way

into the mountains?” Of course, where we
\g such machineries, and I should not have
| possibilities in the first place.
UXO Lao staff members were cutting a tree down,
s, and transforming it into a log. Then, using the

wires or ropes, they would instead utilize stems
ib. In instances like this, I feel lhm even 1hough 1

dy and farms, and other public properties that
conduct thorough searches for the UXOs
ctor. If the metal detector reacts, they dig the
shovels, and dig out buried UXOs and any



upon a time in Japan, was classified as
| dangerous,” that many young people wanted

ties in Laos for young people could
ps it is true that some might be undertaking
> being. However, this alone does not make
ently. This is a job that cannot be pursued
will power - the hope to create the local living

rmy provided temporary technical support
ok the project, it has been 14 years since
have begun. However, statistcal speaking;

ﬁpose every UXO in Laos, let alune
KOs to ensure everyday life of the local people,
amount of years. However, it is also true
e by little, could contribute in making the
e are looking forward to the day when the
ople, and that s the driving force for our

IXO Lao staff members possess may be not
long if we want to train them to fully transfer
important, but we cannot attain their trust
i actually understanding the reality. We
that meet the specific needs of each working
 great of interpreters we have, we cannot
; what is important in order to build true
bal exchanges but also our willingness to
some risk-taking operations, including

‘my intention in participating the project. |
‘make any contribution to the UXO
at the project site.



Humanitarian UXO Clearance in Xiengkhouang Province

1. General Information on Lao PDR

Laos or Lao People’s Democratic
Republic s the only land-locked country
in mainland South-East Asia and is
bordered by China to the North, Vietnam
to the East, Cambodia to the South,
‘Thailand and Myanmar to the West. The
country is divided into 17 provinces and
the capital city is Vientiane.

I total land area is approximately
236,800 square kilometers, much of which
is mountainous and densely forested
covering about 47% of the country. The
Mekong River, almost half the length of
‘which flows through Laos, forms most of
the border with Thailand. Large
population centers (including Vientiane,

i Pakse and

e on the Mekong.

g more than 60 ethnicities of four main
covered by 68%, Lao Theung covered by
nd another ethnic group covered by 1% in

‘mainly dominated by subsistence agriculture

relies). The agriculture sector contributes
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1. Introduction
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1. UXO Problem and Impact in Lao PDR

45 @ least developed country, much of land is

North Vietnam). Lao PDR experienced the i
‘suffering intense land battle and extensive bombing

dment was the most exlensw: that l,an p:uph
‘unexploded ordnance and landmines were causing

the Pathet Lao and the Royal Lao als
‘of unexploded heavy bombs, rockets, grenades,
anti-personnel landmines, and improvised

/% of all ordnance did not explode. Such unexploded
S tcmmm in the ground, maiming and killing people,
development and food security’.
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Humanitarian UXO Cleara

e in Xiengkhouang Province

2. Issue for UXO Problem

i suu ‘& major for Laos, with the government is
for poverty reduction and socio-economic

emment made a pact in 1995 with the United
€ 1o set up the trust fund encouraging funding
izations o provide as

Action

eral government organizations are meeting in

‘plan for the future (5-6 November, 2009). This
proposed s long term plan and strategy that

tions will try to reduce the number of

‘year, and to provide better access to medical



Humanitarian UXO ¢

2% among the ten provinces severely impact
was always considered a strategically
in the area since the Japanese
‘War, continuing afier the French return, an
ced the French in supporting the Royalist
fthe Second Indo-China conflict, Unlike other
that the war in Xiengkhouang Province

‘Lao and their Vietnamese alles with the
t. The plain of Jar is a central plateau
area overlooked by
‘mountains and
hills. Control of
this was essential
for the control of
the province and
the northern
military theatre.
Many of the
wartime military
activities
concentrated
around this area,
as the opposing
forces battled for
control of the plain

transit routes®.

otal land area approximately 16, 850 square
q;m district, it has approximately 567

‘having had a problem with UXO’.

Programme. annual repart 2008, page 19
ci inator).

{

ce Programme. annul rport 2008, page 19
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Humanitarian UXO Clearance in Xiengkhouang Province
1L About JMAS

) is a Japanese non-profit organization
umanitarian activities by removing landmines and
ironment where people could have a better living

bility o the B Govement i other

o otmbhshmemmlao PDR, JMAS has played its
9 nce activity through the collaboration with
ovince such a support aforementioned made



For 4 years, IMAS has

offered the assistance to
UXO Lao in Xiengkhouang
Province, especially two
Japanese technical advis
has worked closely with
UXO Lao staff to ensure the
achievement of UXO
clearance against the annual
plan. IMAS is always aware
that the presence of UXO is
sill a main obstacle to the
development in Xienghouang
Province. Especially the
unexploded cluster munitions

part of residential area. The area of province is

ceording to UXO Lao recorded”.




A) activities to educate community about the
llas on a ways to prevent the accidents;




 and define the banmiary of sites
activity provides pertinent information to
ice activity as well. The survey activities ensure
assets in the most effective manner on UXO




destroy the UXO in any given area either on
roving teams respond to reports of UXO
have been found various ordnances that need







than the other activities because its
ar the contaminated area;







IMAS TA always aware that the capacity
matter to keep forward on UXO Clearance
raining courses are organized for UXO Lao staff.

 from the bomb, so that the found bomb can
1 site, which provided. lts main purpose n]the
any accidents and risky during oper:
ironment and infrastructure mumallv







for 94 Villages with 11,557

on and information of UXO
uxo

ind removing the UXO in
0.

535.29 Ha, Beneficiary about
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